
US Grass and Legume Seed Data:  Oregon Update to 2012 

 

Overview: 

 The downturn in the grass and legume seed industry, which coincided with the world economic crisis (late 

2008), resulted in acres reaching a low of 373,000 in 2011. 

 Since 2011, acres have been on the increase, but still 68,000 below the 10 year average. 

 Overall production of grass and legume seed in Oregon remains below the 10 year average.  (2012 = 667 

million lbs., all species, 10 year average, 2002 to 2011 = 738 million lbs.). 

 Prices offered to growers, for most crops, were quoted above 10 year average prices.

 Legume seed acres only accounts for 9% of 

grass/legume seed acres in Oregon. 

 The grass and legume seed industry in Oregon 

continues to be a major economic factor in Oregon, 

providing over $400 million of value into the 

economy.   

 (note: Dr. Bill Young’s summary at bottom of article) 

 

 
Oregon Harvested Area, 2002 to 2012 (acres) 
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Grass Seed Overview:  Grass seed acreage in Oregon is dominated by three crops:  Tall fescue, annual ryegrass, and 

perennial ryegrass (typically, occupying 86% of all grass seed crop acres grown in Oregon).  Oregon grass seed production 

numbers for these three crops continue to be over 200 million lbs. annually.    

 

 
Oregon Seed Production, 2002 to 2012 (000’s lbs.) 

 

Tall Fescue: 

 Long term, tall fescue is the most widely grown grass seed 

crop in Oregon (10 year average acreage @ 146,600 acres).  

 After falling to 106,000 acres in 2011, tall fescue seed acres 

rebounded to over 127,000 acres, but still below the 10 year 

average.  

 2012 Tall fescue yields are estimated to be 50 lbs. below the 

10 year average of 1,551 lbs./ac. 

 2012 acres up 20,730 more acres (+19.5%) than a year ago; 
this was 60% of the total increase in grass seed acres grown 
this year.   
 

Annual ryegrass: 

 Acres above 10yr. avg, 2012 = 127,000, 10 yr. avg. = 122,000 

 Estimated yields in 2012 (1,895 lbs/ac) below 2011 yields (2,026 lbs/ac), but above the 10 yr. average of 1,829 

lbs/ac. 

 Total 2012 annual ryegrass seed production @ 240 million lbs., 17 million lbs. above the 10 year average. 
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Perennial ryegrass 

 Acres were up for the second year in a row, following the 2011 low of 91,000 acres.  2011 = 94,000 acres, whereas 

2012 acreage estimates at 105,000 (up 11,000 ac.).

 2012 acres still well below the 10 year average acreage of 143,000 acres. 

 2012 estimated yield of 1,492 lbs/ac. above the 10 year average yield of 1,459 lbs/ac. 

 Total 2012 production estimated to be only 156 million lbs., well below the 10 year average of 206 million lbs

 produced annually. 

 2012 prices 19 cents/lb. better than in 2011. 

 

Kentucky Blue Grass 

 Acres continue to fall as more stringent fire ban regulations 

come into effect 

 2012 acres (10,570) lowest in 10 years, with the 10 year 

average at 18,000 acres annually 

 2012 yields were good, with the estimated average yield of 

1,288 lbs./ac 230 lbs/ac above the 10 year average. 

 Oregon total Kentucky Blue grass seed production lowest in 

10 years, at 13.6 million lbs.  Annual production (10 yr.) is at 

18.7 million lbs.   

 

Fine Fescues (Chewing’s, Red, and Hard) 

 Oregon estimates for the fine fescues had acres at 17,400 in 2012, down 600 acres from the previous year, but 

above the 10 year average of 15,700 acres. 

 Chewing’s fescue and red fescue occupied basically the same acres (7,570 and 7,430 acres respectively).  Hard 

fescue acres stood at 2,440. 

 Red fescue acres are the lowest since 2008.  Acres in 2012 down by over 1,000 from 2011. 

 Red fescue yields have improved significantly the past 4 years, with 2012 averaging 1,265 lbs/ac.  Yields have 

been above 1000 lbs/ac. since 2007.  10 year average yields are at 855 lbs/ac. 

 21.5 million lbs. of fine fescue seed was harvested in 2012 

 

Legumes 

 Oregon’s 2012 legume seed crops (41,000 acres) occupy less than 9% of total grass and legume seed acres. 

 Red clover, crimson clover and white clover seed crops dominate the legume acres (36,500 acres), accounting for 

89% of all legumes acres in Oregon. 

 Crimson Clover 

 Although red clover acres fell by 2,500, 2012 acres (17,300) were still well above the 10 year average of 15,200. 
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 2012 legume seed yields were mostly well above long term averages. 

 2012 saw Oregon produce just under 30 million lbs of legume seed. 

 
Summary:   Dr. Bill Young, OSU (March, 2013) 
 
The above data is gathered by Dr. William (Bill) C. Young III from Oregon State University.  Data is gathered on the value of 
all farm and ranch sales from each of Oregon’s 36 counties.  Dr. Young’s summary comments are noted below: 
 
The combined value of all grass and legume seed crops in the 2011-12 crop year ($406 million) increased almost 21% from 
the value of production in 2010-11.   2012’s increase of $69.5 million adds to the almost 34% improvement ($84.5 million) 
seen in 2010-11.  However, the value of Oregon’s seed industry is still down almost 20% from the historic high ($505 
million) in 2007-08, 
 
As stated above, the value of grass and legume seed crops in 2012 was $406 million. Of this total, grass seed crops 
accounted for 91.2% ($370 million); legume seed crops were valued at $35.6 million (8.8%). The value of all grass seed 
species increased 24.1% when compared with the 2010-11 crop year, while the value of legume seed crops decreased 
6.6% over the previous year’s sales of $38.1 million. 
 
Oregon growers harvested 408,000 acres of grass seed 
crops in 2012, an increase of 34,705 acres (+9.3%).  
Harvested acres of grass seed had fallen by 30% from the 
historic 2004-05 high of 528,760 acres.  Thus, the value of 
the 2011-12 production was driven by both greater 
production and stronger prices. The increased value 
received from the 2010-11 crop was due to increased price, 
as acres were actually down another 2,370 acres in 2011.  
The $370 million estimated value of the 2011-12 harvest 
remains almost 23% below what it was at the peak (2004-
05).     

 
As a result of lower seed yields compared to 2011, total poundage increased by just 2% (12,471,000 lb.) over the 2010-11 
production year.  The good news in 2011-12 was that prices received by growers strengthened for all grass species except 
two (rough bluegrass and creeping bent grass), which were unchanged.  The total area of legume seed crops decreased by 
2,118 acres (-4.9%) in 2011-12. In addition to fewer acres for most species, lower seed yields contributed to a 17.7% drop 
in total production (6.3 million fewer pounds) this year. Prices were stronger for most species with the exception of red 
clover and arrowleaf clover. The total estimated value of this year’s legume seed production was $35.6 million which is 
down 6.6% from 2010-11.    
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