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Largest grass seed producing area in the world.

(2/3 rds of the U.S.ôs cool season grass seeds)

30 ï50 miles by 180 miles

Willamette Valley, Oregon
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Grass/Legume Seed Production

4 Categories

1 ïturf seed crops

2 ïforage seed crops

3 ïlegume seed crops

4 ïnative grasses

Wheat Grasses

Other

Creeping Red Fescue

Tall Fescue (turf)

Kentucky Bluegrass

Perennial Ryegrass

Annual Ryegrass

Other fescues

Timothy

Smooth Bromegrass

Meadow Bromegrass

Orchardgrass

Wheatgrasses

Tall Fescue (forage)

Alfalfa

Sweet Clover

Red Clover

Alsike Clover



Turf Grasses
Huge sales world wide!

Golf Courses

Parks

Lawns

Almost all Canadian 

production is exported



Creeping Red Fescue

Used in turf seed mixtures

Largest user:  USA, some certified production

exported to E.U

Avg. crop: 325 lbs/acre but up to 1000 lbs/ac.

Competes with Kentucky bluegrass, tall fescue,

perennial and annual ryegrasses

Kentucky bluegrass, and perennial and annual 

ryegrass grown in Washington  State and 

Oregon



Historical Common Creeping Red Fescue Prices
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Hard or Chewings Fescue

Small markets 

Can be difficult to establish 

7- 10 days earlier harvest than creeper

Yields seem to be a slightly lower than creeper



Pastures

Forage/Legume Seed Crops

Hay Production 

(forages/legumes)

Domestic and export 

markets

Reclamation



Timothy

Big component in domestic and export markets

Average yields 250-300 lbs/acre 

Used for hay and pasture

Differences among varieties in seed yields

Timothy hay compaction acres can affect

seed supply/demand

Also grown in Manitoba/Saskatchewan

Stand can last 3-6 yrs

Fairly easy to grow



Historical Timothy Seed Prices
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Brome grasses

Meadow brome grass used for hay & pasture 

For domestic market, seed acres presently low

Average yields 200-250 lbs/acre

Seeds fields last 2-3 years

Increasing forage use in USA, Eastern Canada

Smooth brome grass used for hay and pasture 

For export and domestic market 

Average yields 200-250 lbs/acre
Seed fields last 4-6 years

Main US area:  Kansas, Missouri 



Red and Alsike Clover

Used for hay, pasture & plow down purposes 

For domestic and export market

Average alsike yields 250-300 lbs/acre

Alsike has a niche market in reclamation

Average red clover yields 200-250 lbs/acre


